
Contents

Acknowledgments ix
Introduction Insupportable Absence and the Writing of Desire 1

1 Martin Chuzzlewit 23

2 Exile and Desire in Thackeray’s Notes of a 
Journey from Cornhill to Grand Cairo 57

3 Death, Desire, and the Site of the Prostitute in 
Elizabeth Gaskell’s Ruth 79

4 Entangled Desire: Wanting and Narrative 
Structure in Wilkie Collins’s The Woman in 
White 113

5 Yearning and Melancholia: Obscure Objects of
Desire in Jude the Obscure 137

Notes 165 

Works Cited 185 

Index 199

FM i-x  4/22/04  11:40 AM  Page vii


