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Preface

In writing these papers over a period of some fifteen years, we have
incurred many debts to institutions and individuals that have helped
our research and sharpened our thoughts, and which we gratefully
acknowledge. Kenya has been fortunate in attracting a remarkable body
of scholarship since its independence. The calibre of this work has faci-
litated and inspired our own. Individual authors and works are cited in
our footnotes, but we would like to record some special thanks here.
This is a more invidious exercise than most; so much good work has
been done; and by an unusually generous group of scholars. But we
have particularly important debts, both intellectual and personal, to
Dave Anderson, David Cohen, Fred Cooper, Michael Cowen, Tabitha
Kanogo, Greet Kershaw, Colin Leys, Godfrey Muriuki, Atieno
Odhiambo, John Spencer, David Throup, Richard Waller and Luise
White.

Our work has been made possible by the remarkable collections and
efficient staff of the Public Record Office, London, and, especially, of
the Kenya National Archives in Nairobi and its Chief Archivist, Mr
M. Musembi. Professor Ahmed Salim, head of the Department of
History at the University of Nairobi, offered us the facilities and hospi-
tality of his department during our most recent visit in July and August
1988. He and Professor Henry Mwaniki, head of the Department of
History at Kenyatta University, also enabled us to present some of our
findings in seminars of their staff and graduate students.

We would also like to thank the Social Science and Humanities
Research Council of Canada, the Smuts Memorial Fund of the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, and the School of Graduate Studies and Advisory
Research Committee of Queen’s University for grants that over the
years have made our research possible. The Master and Fellows of
Trinity College, Cambridge, have enabled us to work together during
the closing stages of this work.
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Preface

To James Currey, long-suffering publisher and friend, we owe the
idea for this book. His encouragement and his patience through repeated
delays were vital in bringing it to fruition. Roger Thomas provided
essential editorial assistance; while Dr Jocelyn Murray efficiently com-
piled the index and glossary.

Finally, we thank our wives, Elaine Berman and Moya Lonsdale, for
their patience and understanding in the face of our repeated absences,
especially during summer holidays, and our distracted absorption in
the problems of Kenya and colonial Africa. We dedicate this volume to
them.

Cambridge and Kingston
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