List of Illustrations
Foreword by Stuart D. Hobbs
Acknowledgments

Introduction
Looking for Work

1. The Best Location in the Nation
Ashtabula County and Appalachian Migration, 1900-1965

2. Coal Miner’s Daughter
West Virginia—A Synonym for Hard Times

3. Strong Stock for Legends
The Ross Boggs Family in Ashtabula County

4. The Gillespie Beachhead
Harry and Ruby’s Migrant Welcome Center

5. Nothin’ but Hard Times
Novel Forinash: Thumbing to Ohio

6. Kin from Kedron
The Snyder Home

7. Ten Mile’s Contributions
A Small West Virginia Crossroads

8. The Virginians
National Carbide: A Link for Virginia Migrant Workers

contents

X
xiii

XXV

16

47

54

65

76

87

105

122

vii



viii
9. A Singin’ Man’s Family
Kentucky’s Gift of Mountain Music

10. Death of a Mining Town
From Kempton, Maryland, to a New Life in Conneaut

11. The Boys from Belva
Backwoods Culture

12. Farmer’s Boy
Hayward Ball: From the Farm to Lake County Industry

13. A Coal Miner’s Life
Darald Spangler’s Life and Car Get a Push in Ashtabula County

14. Reading, Writing, and Ohio
Teachers and Migration

15. Children of Thomas
Mining Town Migrants

16. Montani Semper Liberi
Daniel Gillespie: Trading Freedom for Work

17. Going Home for Good

Mountain Retirement Home

18. “God Love You”

Bittersweet Homecoming
References

Index

contents

131

139

153

168

176

185

193

216

223

232

239
243





