
323

About the Contributors

Annie Bunting is Associate Professor in the Law and Society program at 
York University in Toronto and teaches in the areas of social justice and 
human rights. She is the author of numerous articles in Social and Legal 
Studies, Journal of Law and Society, and Canadian Journal of Women and 
the Law and of chapters in various book collections. She has served on the 
editorial boards of Law and Social Inquiry, Transnational Human Rights 
Review, and the Muslim World Journal of Human Rights.

Emily S. Burrill is Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies 
and history and Director of the African Studies center at the Univer-
sity of north carolina, chapel hill. She is the author of States of Marriage: 
Gender, Justice, and Rights in Colonial Mali (Ohio University Press, 2015) 
and the coeditor of Domestic Violence and the Law in Colonial and Post-
colonial Africa (Ohio University Press, 2010), with richard L. roberts and 
elizabeth Thornberry.

Doris Buss is Professor of Law at carleton University and teaches inter-
national law and human rights, women’s rights, global social movements, 
and feminist theory. She is author (with Didi herman) of Globalizing 
Family Values: The International Politics of the Christian Right (University 
of Minnesota Press, 2003), coeditor (with Ambreena Manji) of Interna-
tional Law: Modern Feminist Approaches (hart, 2005), and coeditor (with 
Joanne Lebert, Blair rutherford, and Donna Sharkey) of Sexual Violence 
in Conflict and Post-conflict Societies: International Agendas and African 
Contexts (routledge, 2014).

Francesca Declich is Associate Professor of Socio-cultural Anthropology 
in the Department of International Studies at the University of Urbino 
carlo Bo. She researches and teaches refugee studies, Western Indian 
Ocean peoples, and the relationship between narrative and identity. She 



324 ABout the ContriButors

is the author of numerous articles and book chapters, and has published 
three books, among them Sul genere dei diritti umani. Riflessioni sull’impu-
nità dei crimini contro le donne: Il ruolo della Corte Criminale Internazio-
nale (Il Paese delle Donne, roma, 2000).

Mariane C. Ferme is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of california Berkeley. her research focuses on materiality and 
everyday life in rural Sierra Leone, the political imagination, and human-
itarian institutions and practices, ranging from war crimes prosecution 
at the Special court for Sierra Leone to the ebola epidemic. She is author 
of The Underneath of Things (University of california Press, 2001). She is 
completing a book on the 1991–2002 civil war that reimagines figures and 
sites of the political. her work has appeared in Cahiers d’Études Africaines, 
Politique Africaine, Anthropological Quarterly, Humanity: An International 
Journal of Human Rights, and in various edited volumes.

Stacey Hynd is Senior Lecturer in the Department of history at the Uni-
versity of exeter. her work explores the histories of law, crime, and pun-
ishment in Africa, particularly capital punishment in British Africa and 
criminal law in the British empire and the Judicial committee of the Privy 
council. her forthcoming book is entitled Imperial Gallows: Capital Pun-
ishment, Violence and Colonial Rule in British Africa, c. 1908–68.

Benjamin N. Lawrance is the hon. Barber B. conable, Jr. endowed Pro-
fessor of International Studies, and Professor of history and Anthropol-
ogy at the rochester Institute of Technology. he has published ten books, 
including Amistad’s Orphans: An Atlantic Story of Children, Slavery, and 
Smuggling (Yale University Press, 2014). African Asylum at a Crossroads, 
coedited with Iris Berger, Tricia hepner redeker, Joanna T. Tague, and 
Meredith Terretta (Ohio University Press, 2015), examined asylum, refu-
gee issues, and expert testimony, and Trafficking in Slavery’s Wake (Ohio 
University Press, 2012), coedited with richard L. roberts, explored con-
temporary trafficking in women and children in Africa.

E. Ann McDougall is Professor of history and the founding director of 
the Middle east and African Studies Program at the University of Alberta. 
She is author of over fifty articles and book chapters on the social and 
economic history of the Moroccan and Mauritanian Sahara. her recent 
research is a comparative study of haratine. In Morocco, they are cli-
ent-cultivators and self-employed small-scale merchants; in Mauritania, 



ABout the ContriButors 325

they mostly self-identify as former slaves or descendants thereof. An ed-
ited collection from this project, The Invisible People, is under review with 
Karthala Press.

Muadi Mukenge is Program Director for Sub-Saharan Africa at Global 
Fund for Women. her professional and education background is in wom-
en’s health, African politics, and economic development. She has served 
on the boards of the African Studies Association and new Field Foun-
dation. She is the author of articles and book chapters on women’s rights 
and African development and is active in congolese and Africa-focused 
advocacy groups.

Olatunji Ojo is Associate Professor of history at Brock University, where he 
teaches African, slavery, economic, and women’s history. his research inter-
ests include slavery, ethnicity and identity formation, religion, and gender, 
and center on the history of social and economic change. he has published 
essays in the Journal of African History, African Economic History, the Inter-
national Journal of African Historical Studies, and History in Africa.

Richard L. Roberts is the Frances and charles Field Professor of history 
and Ford Dorsey Director of the center for African Studies at Stanford 
University. he is the author of twelve books, including Litigants and House-
holds: African Disputes and Colonial Courts in the French Soudan, 1895–1912 
(heinemann, 2005), Two Worlds of Cotton: Colonialism and the Regional 
Economy in the French Soudan, 1800–1946 (Stanford University Press, 1996), 
and Law in Colonial Africa (heinemann, 1991), with Kristin Mann.

Bala Saho is Assistant Professor of African history at the University of 
Oklahoma. he is currently working on a book exploring the legal and ju-
dicial traditions and practices in colonial Gambia. he was previously the 
Director General of the national centre for Arts and culture in the Gam-
bia, and Director of the Oral history Archive.

Brett L. Shadle is Associate Professor of African history at virginia Tech. 
his current research is on the history of refugees in Africa. he has pub-
lished two books, “Girl Cases”: Marriage and Colonialism in Gusiiland, 
Kenya, 1890–1970 (heinemann, 2006), and The Souls of White Folk: White 
Settlers in Kenya, 1900–1920s (Manchester University Press, 2015).

Elizabeth Thornberry is Assistant Professor of African history at hobart 
and William Smith colleges, where is she affiliated with the Department 



326 ABout the ContriButors

of Women’s Studies and the Program in Africana Studies. She is also an 
affiliated researcher with the centre for Law and Society at the University 
of cape Town. her work focuses on the history of gender, sexuality and 
the law in Southern Africa, comparative women’s history, the history of 
British colonialism, and gender and development in postcolonial Africa. 
her new book analyzes changing conceptions of sexual violence in South 
Africa’s nineteenth-century eastern cape. She is the coeditor of Domestic 
Violence and the Law in Colonial and Postcolonial Africa (Ohio University 
Press, 2010), with richard L. roberts and emily S. Burrill.

Judith-Ann Walker is a nonresident fellow at the Brookings Institution, 
and a development practitioner with nineteen years’ experience working 
in nigeria, where she supports several international development pro-
grams as an independent advisor and evaluator. She is a founding member 
and the current coordinator of the indigenous nonprofit, the development 
research and Projects centre (drPc). She is the author of Development 
Administration: Women’s Education and Industrialization (Palgrave, 2005) 
and Why Ending Child Marriage Needs to Be an Education Goal (Brook-
ings Institution Press, 2013).

Charlotte Walker-Said is Assistant Professor of Africana Studies at John 
Jay college of criminal Justice, city University of new York. her work ex-
plores transnational christianity, gender politics, family law, and human 
rights in Africa. She is the coeditor of Corporate Social Responsibility? 
Human Rights in the New Global Economy (University of chicago Press, 
2015) with John D. Kelly.


