
5

Contents

Acknowledgments 7

Abbreviations  9

introduction 
 Wangari Maathai, the Global Icon 11

 1 Childhood and Education, 1940–71 18

 2 Marriage, Employment,  
and Public Service, 1967–87 43

 3 Green Belt Movement  
Environmental Conservation, 1977–2005 70

 4 Urban Warrior 
Karura Forest, Uhuru Park, and Mothers  
of Political Prisoners, 1989–2002 104

 5 Maathai the Politician, 1982–2005 136

Conclusion 151

Notes  163

Selected Bibliography 181

index   185


